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Bedford and Milton Keynes Waterway Consortium
Meeting Eight
Wednesday, 11 December, 2013
Milton Keynes Council, Civic Offices (Room 4), 1 Saxon Gate East, Milton Keynes, MK9 3EJ
FINAL Meeting Notes (Contact: Paul Vann - 01234 228064)
	Present

	Mayor Dave Hodgson
	Bedford Borough Council (Chair)

	Roger Hankey
	Milton Keynes Council

	James Clifton
	Canal & River Trust

	Nick Webb
	Marston Vale Trust

	Paul Vann
	Bedford Borough Council

	Alex Rowbotham
	Open University (Observer)

	Graham Mabbutt
	Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

	Jane Hamilton
	Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

	Drew Marchant
	Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

	Andy Lewis
	Central Bedfordshire Council

	Apologies
	

	David Fowler
	Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

	MK Councillors
	Milton Keynes Council

	David Foster
	Parks Trust

	Nick Fenwick
	Milton Keynes Council

	Cllr Tony Brown
	Central Bedfordshire Council

	Nathan Arnold
	Environment Agency

	John Best
	Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust


	Who
	When
	Action Points and Notes

	RH

	
	1  Welcome, Introductions and Apologies

RH would try to achieve MKC Councillor attendance at the next meeting.
DH was elected Chair.

It was agreed that AR could take notes for his waterway project work.

	
	
	2  Minutes of Previous Meeting (20/5/13) and Matters Arising not elsewhere on the agenda

The previous meeting’s notes were agreed and matters arising would largely be picked up through the remaining agenda. The Developer Guides were briefly discussed - bridge height requirements in respect of horse riders, fuller height ideal but dismount option OK – see also later.

	DH
PV

	
	3.  Membership and Terms of Reference Matters

Re HE, DH would follow up with the new UoB VC. GM noted MK Campus Assistant Dean option. DH would also speak to MKC/CBC colleagues. 

MKDP would be invited to join the Consortium.
Nathan Arnold will replace Geoff Brighty as the EA rep.

	
	
	4. No Item

	
	
	5.  Major Events

Community Boat
GM noted 4,000 passenger mark reached, generating £15,000 income which would be used to cover costs and build a fund for loan repayment. There were 20 bookings already for next year. More volunteers were needed.
Annual Partnership Conference

This was successful though less well attended than hoped (c.60 vs c.100 previously but there was good representation). The location was possibly an issue. Back in Bedford next time (second week in November).

	
	
	6. Delivery Opportunities/Issues

A. EU/SEMLEP Related
Willen Lake

JC introduced the Willen Lake project (a variation from the consented route) which would cost c.£5.5m and was seeking support through SEMLEP managed funding including EU/Government contributions. MKC was putting a development brief together covering both the consented and project routes.
B. Development Related

Magna Park/Eagle Farm

RH noted Sn106 thinking, ensuring awareness re A421 proposals and Gallaghers work on the design. GM noted BMKWT’s desire to submit a planning application to facilitate delivery through site works. Discussion with CRT needed re requirements for full application.
Bell Farm, Kempston, and Fields Road, Wootton
PV noted the two studies commissioned with Halcrow looking at the whole route from Bedford Borough’s southern boundary to Ridge Road just west of Kempston. The Bell Farm study had been prioritised in order to reposition the indicative route so as not to compromise early development of the major employment site there. This work was nearly complete and work would then focus again on the Fields Road, Wootton, area. Some further work on the link from Ridge Road to the River Great Ouse was possible.
NW alerted the group that the land owner Albert Wiles was looking to dispose of some of his fields at a couple of the ‘pinch points’ around the Bell Farm development, near Homeless Wood and also near the intersection of Ridge Road with Frank Branson Way.

Atterbury

JC outlined the thinking about a possible waterway alignment through this, now, housing development area that could then be waterway facing. 

C. Funding Potential

This had been covered above.

	
	
	7.  Project Progress
A.  Milton Keynes Waterway Park Steering Group

Much had already been covered.
Work with Cranfield University on Broughton Brook ecology will help discharge conditions.

Work was being undertaken with SEMLEP on a brief for the A421 widening and possible facilitation role of waterway.

Work on Eagle farm had helped with links with the HA.

The OS 86 spot height on the map for Section G in the Project Delivery Plan was noted.

B.  Bedford and Marston Vale Waterway Parks Steering Group

AL noted that the Group had met twice since the last Consortium meeting.
The Council was now engaged with Barratts in respect of Station Road, Marston Moretaine.

The EWR consultant’s view was that the route alongside the railway at Ridgmont could be accommodated (dealing with the water towers and overhead power line stanchions – the latter could be on one side (the other side) only.

	
	
	8.  Consortium Member Other News and Updates

The completion of the developers guides was noted again and a potential workshop for developers (on the community boat?) early next year.
JC noted that the CRT and the WT had met George Ballinger and that Andy Nicholls was now available to advise on engineering matters for 2 days a month. It was agreed that the Consortium should register its thanks with the CRT (Vince Moran, Technical and Operations Director).
The 2 days a month input now from RH was also welcomed.

DH noted that the new Water Minister was a former Bedford Councillor.

	PV/RH

	 
	9.  Other Items for This/Future Meetings

The possibility of having a specific presentation and focus on delivery planning was noted. RH could deliver on these.
RH would contact the Institute of Engineers(?) about the possibility of a design competition in respect of Brogborough Hill.

	PV/

GM

	
	10.  PR and Media

GM noted the BMKWT’s Pride in Bedford award in respect of the Community Boat team.
PV noted the need to update the web site ‘Achievements’ note.

GM noted thinking in respect of nominating Ian Clifton (first Waterway Trust Chair) for an Honour. The process was briefly discussed.

	PV

	
	11.  Date, Time and Venue of the Next Meeting

A late June date was discussed. PV to check new MK Council (post election) meeting. JC away from June 13th/14th to 29th.
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